











King George V Playing Fields, Benfleet

New Jason Adams Memorial Playground opened 16t July 2006

Cost £55,000

Funding breakdown: £28,000 donation from the family of the late Jason Adams. The
family also removed existing equipment and painted existing perimeter railings to
focus the funding on new equipment procurement. £27,000 grant from Cleanaway

Pitsea Marshes Trust.



AGENDA ITEM NO.

Committee: ENVIRONMENT

Sub-Committee:

Date: 14 November 2006

Subject: Playground Renewal Programme — Results of Public
Consultation Exercise

Report of the: Corporate Director (Environment)

Report author: Chris Moran — Open Spaces Manager

Report reference no: JCWM/5/Playground/14/11/06
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3.3

Purpose of Report

To inform the Committee of the results of a public consultation exercise
associated with the Playground Renewal Programme.

Background

At a meeting of this Committee held on 2" August 20086, the Playground
Renewal Programme was approved in principle, subject to the favourable
results of an initial public consultation exercise. In addition, further
detailed site specific consultations would be required as the programme
progressed to involve the community in choosing the most popular, value
for money schemes. Officers were also asked to investigate alternative
sources of funding and procurement and report back on these to next
meeting.

The Consultation Exercise

The consultation exercise focused on obtaining the views of a random sample of
residents that resided around the four key play areas, namely, Woodside Park,
South Benfleet Playing Fields, Waterside Farm Recreation Ground and Leigh
Beck Recreation Ground. The sample size for each area was 200 except for
South Benfleet Playing Fields which was increased to 210 following a request
from a resident who felt that part of her neighbourhood should also be consulted.

In addition, every school within Castle Point was consulted, the sample size

being 50 children per school. Local stakeholders which included, Essex County
Council Youth Service, The Canvey Schools Partnership, Essex County Council
Library Service, Castle Point Association of Voluntary Services were consulted.

The Playground Renewal Programme and consultation questionnaire was also
made available on the Council’s internet site for general public feedback.




3.4  Prior to despatching the consultation questionnaires all Members of the Council
received copies of the questionnaires and cover letters for comment/amendment
where necessary.

3.5 The consultation commenced on 2™ October and finished on 23" October 2006.
The total sample size for the entire consultation exercise was 2500.

4. Consultation Results Summary

4.1  The total number of questionnaires returned was 812 out of a sample size of
2500, giving a response rate of 32.48%.

4.2 The combined percentages for each question are as follows:

Question 1 — The Council wishes to carry out the following improvements:

A) Remove the two old smaller play areas at Leigh Beck Recreation Ground, remove
all the equipment from the remaining area behind Canvey Island Football Club ground
and install new play equipment and safety surfacing in this area to make one good
facility, for all children up to 14 years of age.

B) Provide new play equipment and safety surfacing within the existing play areas at
Waterside Farm Recreation Ground, Woodside Park and South Benfleet Playing Fields
for all children up to 14 years of age.

1.1 Do you agree with this proposal?

A) Yes 91% B) No 9%

1.2  How important is this proposal to you?

A) Very important  34% B) Important 51% C) Not Important  15%

Question 2 — Do you agree with the following factors that the Council intend to use
when providing new play equipment?

2.1 Provide better variety in design and equipment so that there is more choice for
parents and children when visiting playgrounds.

A) Agree  94% B) Disagree 3%  Void responses 3%

2.2 Every attempt will be made where possible to reinforce character and provide
well designed, individual play areas that cater for children of all age groups including
teenagers.

A) Agree  89% B) Disagree 10% Void responses 1%

2.3  All equipment will address the Council’s diversity policies and in particular will
meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act.

A) Agree  96% B) Disagree 3%  Void responses 1%



2.4  Provide facilities for adults and supervisors and consider the positioning of such
facilities so that they can best watch over all children under their care.

A) Agree  95% B) Disagree 4%  Void responses 1%

2.5 Greatly improve pathway quality and connectivity to, from and within play areas
(pathway connectivity issues outside the play areas will be addressed in the Open
Spaces Strategy as part of a wider infrastructure development plan).

A) Agree  92% B) Disagree 7%  Void responses 1%

2.6  Provide more good quality facilities for young people and discuss in partnership
with local communities where and what such facilities should be.

A) Agree  97% B) Disagree 2%  Void responses 1%

Question 3 — The Council recognises the fact that other visitors to a recreation ground
my have need of a sheltered seating area e.g. parents with young children. Therefore,
it is proposed that a small community shelter (similar to that shown in the photograph
below) be provided near the play area.

Do you agree that a community shelter should be provided?
A) Agree  82% B) Disagree 15% Void responses 3%

4.3 The respondents that disagreed with the proposals submitted a varied range of
comments. However, there was a common theme running through the feedback
which focused on the potential anti-social behaviour of teenagers and that they
would soon vandalise any new play equipment. There was also concern
expressed by schoolchildren that the older teenagers would intimidate the
younger children within the play areas and that these age groups should be
separated.

5.0 Grant Funding

5.1  Given the significant indicative cost of the Playground Renewal Programme,
£1.335 million over five years, a high proportion of grant aid will be required.
Whilst some funding may be forthcoming from the Cleanaway Pitsea Marshes
Trust it is anticipated that the majority of funds would be obtained from the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) — Parks for People programme. To this end, a
meeting has been arranged with HLF representatives to discuss the bid process.
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A meeting will been held with the Essex Procurement Agency to explore the
potential of developing a framework agreement with play equipment
manufacturers. This will ensure that maximum value for money throughout the
procurement process is achieved.

Legal implications
EU Procurement legislation will apply to the high value play equipment
replacement contracts. Therefore, it is proposed to work in conjunction with the
Essex Procurement Agency to benefit from their guidance.
Financial implications
There is currently no allocated budget provision for the programme. However,
sufficient provision to attract match grant funding will be requested within the
forthcoming estimates cycle. The indicative total cost of the first year of the
programme will be £488,000.
Human resource, equality, IT/IEG implications
There will be no direct human resource implications other than Officer time spent
on seeking grant funding and the procurement processes associated with
progressing the proposed play equipment replacement programme.
Links to Council’s priorities and objectives
This proposal will meet the following Council objectives:

e Environment — civic pride

e Community safety
Asset Management Implications
The provision of new play equipment will require the maintenance and servicing
processes to be reviewed and amended as new construction techniques will
require the use of specialist maintenance equipment and procedures. The costs
associated with these processes will have to be ascertained at the tender
procurement stage, and the revenue estimates adjusted accordingly.
Timescale for implementation and risk factors
The proposed play equipment replacement programme will take five years to

complete. Risk factors focus mainly on achieving grant awards to subsidise the
project costs.



12. Conclusion

12.1 The public consultation results clearly demonstrate overwhelming support for the
Council’s Playground Renewal Programme. As the maijority of respondents felt
that this proposal was important and agreed with the replacement criteria it is
recommended that the programme is fully approved.

Recommendation:

1. That the Committee note the results of the public consultation exercise
and fully approve the Playground Replacement Programme.

Resolution required.

Background Papers: ROSPA Report
PMP/Landscape Partnership PPG 17 Survey
Environment Committee 2 August 2006, Item 8.



