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AGENDA ITEM NO.5    

 
CABINET  

 
 17th January 2024 

 

 
Subject: Castle Point Plan – Letter of possible Intervention 

Cabinet Member: Councillor D. Blackwell – Leader of the Council 
Councillor W. Gibson – Strategic Planning  
 

 

 
 
1. Purpose of Report  
 For Cabinet to note the letter of possible intervention on the preparation of a 

new local plan, the response from the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council, 
and next steps in the preparation of a revised Local Development Scheme.  

 
2. Links to Council’s Priorities and Objectives 
 This report impacts on the Corporate Plan objectives - Economy and Growth, 

Place and Environment. 
 
3. Recommendations 
 
 (1) To note the letter from the Secretary of State and the response to 

that letter from the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council. 
 
 (2) For officers to revise the Local Development Scheme for decision 

by Council. 
 

 
4. Background 
 
4.1 On the 19 December 2023, the Secretary of State at the Department of 

Levelling Up Homes and Communities, Rt Hon Michael Gove, wrote to the 
Leader of the Council. The letter (Appendix One) put the Council on notice that 
as the Council did not have an up-to-date local plan in place, he may use his 
powers under Section 15 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
and intervene to prepare a plan. 

 
4.2 The Council was one of seven in England that received similar letters. The letter 

was published on the day that it was issued. It sought that within 12 weeks (12 
March 2024) the Council revise its Local Development Scheme (LDS) to show 
that the new plan is submitted by the end of June 2025 and, if the Council 
believes that there are exceptional circumstances why he should not intervene, 
to write to him on or by 12 January 2024. 
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4.3 It is not clear what form intervention could take, but it would be that the 
Government prepares a plan or decisions on the plan are taken by the 
Secretary of State. Either way, the Council would lose its plan making powers. 

 
4.4 The response from the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council  (Appendix 

Two) reiterates the Council’s commitment to the new Castle Point Plan, the 
cross-party working and governance, and the good progress to date. It is not 
felt that there is any justification for the Secretary of State to intervene. 

 
5. Proposals 
 
5.1 As set out in the response, officers have undertaken an initial review of the LDS 

and shortened the timetable, and this has been discussed an agreed by the 
Castle Point Plan Delivery Board. The next step will be to present a revised 
LDS to the Council for approval and submission, as required, to the Secretary 
of State. 

 
6. Corporate Implications 
 
(a) Financial Implications 

In the event that the Secretary of State does intervene, a report will be made to 
Cabinet on the financial implications.  
 
The Castle Point Plan budget is closely monitored, and the Plan is being 
prepared within budget. As set out in the response to the Secretary of State if 
additional resources are required to ensure that timescales are met, the case 
will be made to do so. 

 
(b) Legal Implications 

In the event that the Secretary of State does intervene, a report will be made to 
Cabinet on the legal implications.  

 
(c) Human Resources and Equality Implications 
 
 Human Resources 

None. 
  

 Equality Implications  
None.  

 
(d) IT and Asset Management Implications 
 None.  
 
7. Timescale for implementation and Risk Factors 

s set out in the report. 
 
8. Background Papers 

As set out in the report.  
 
Report Author:  Ian Butt, Director of Place and Communities 
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