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Legislative Background

Equality Act 2010

The Equality Act 2010 introduces two specific statutory duties on public bodies such as
local authorities:

» Socio-economic duty:

o Have due regard when making strategic decisions to the need to reduce
inequalities of outcome which result from socio-economic disadvantage

- Single (integrated) equality duty:

o Eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation or any other conduct
prohibited by the Act

o Advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a “protected
characteristic” and those who do not

o Foster good relations between people who share a “protected characteristic”
and those who do not

The Equality Act 2010 brings together all of the different equality strands and refers
to them as “protected characteristics”:

o Age

o Disability

o Gender reassignment

o Marriage and civil partnership
o Pregnancy and maternity

o Race

o Religion or belief

o Sex

©)

Sexual orientation

In order to fulfill these statutory duties the Council has prepared an Equality Scheme,
which sets out how the Council will address equality issues within the organization,
when dealing with customers and partners, when procuring services and resources,
and when preparing policies and plans. Embedding equality into our policies,
procedures and practices is essential to enable us to ensure we treat all people fairly.

We have therefore incorporated equality issues in the development of our policies
and during our service planning process through EqlAs, developing actions plans to
ensure we do not discriminate against a particular group(s) and that we promote
equality in accordance with our statutory equality duties.

As part of any effective policy development process, it is important to consider any
potential risks to those who will be affected by the policy’s aims or by its implementation
and to consider only opportunities to actively promote equality that the policy
presents.



The EqlAs helps us to consider any potential risk on different groups but it also offers
an opportunity to consider how the policy may help to further develop equality,
thereby ensuring that we have the best possible policy in place.

EqlAs are a major part of a wider approach to evidence-based policy-making, where
the principles of monitoring, EqlAs and involvement lead to policies being developed
that are user-focused and based on sound evidence.

Carrying out an EqlA at the start of the policy development process allows the policy
holders to identify, at every step, what the consequences may be to different groups
and whether a policy should adopt a certain direction, approach, criterion or eligibility
requirement or whether there are any opportunities to promote equality.

This fosters ownership and a real understanding and commitment to ‘get it right’.
Most importantly it will lead to a focus on the user and, with the right involvement, it
reduces the risk of creating policies that can lead to indirect and/or direct discrimination.



Process of Equality Impact Assessment for the New Local

Plan

Due to the likely complexity of the New Local Plan, it is important that the approach
to equality impact assessment is incorporated at an early stage in order to ensure
that the full range of socio-economic and equality issues that are likely to be affected
by the plan are identified. Previous draft versions of Local Plans have been prepared
and were subject to a scoping report which identified the socio-economic and equality
issues affecting Castle Point, and provided a framework against which policy options
would be assessed. That scoping report remains relevant for this version of the Local
Plan and set out the following framework for assessing the socio- economic and

equality impacts of policy options for the New Local Plan:

Assessment Questions Protected Characteristics

Socio-Economic

Will employment and income deprivation at
West Canvey be reduced?

Will health deprivation at West Canvey be
reduced?

Will education deprivation on Canvey be
reduced?

Will living conditions in town centres and around
employment areas be improved?

Will the quality of the public realm be improved
in more deprived areas?

Will access to open space and recreation
facilities be improved?

Will more local jobs be created?

Will the quality of local jobs be improved?

Sex, Age

Will sufficient land be identified to meet the
housing needs of local people (young people in
particular)?

Age, Pregnancy and Maternity

Will affordable housing provision be improved,
and to what level?

Age, Marriage, Pregnancy and
Maternity

Protected Characteristics

Are there positive outcomes for older people?

Age, Sex

Are there positive outcomes for young people?

Age

Has adequate provision been made for extra
care accommodation for older people?

Age, Sex, Disability, sexual
orientation

Has adequate provision been made for
accommodation suitable for people with
disabilities?

Disability




Assessment Questions Protected Characteristics

Have adequate levels of high quality healthcare
facilities been planned for?

Age, Sex, Disability, Gender
Reassignment, Pregnancy and
Maternity

Does the plan seek to design out opportunities
for crime and anti-social behaviour?

Age, Disability, Gender
Reassignment, Race, Religion,
Sexual Orientation

Has the provision of community facilities been
assessed and planned for?

Pregnancy and maternity, Age,
Religion

Do proposed development locations have good
access to community facilities?

Age, Pregnancy and maternity

Does the proposed level of housing provision
help families provide childcare support?

Pregnancy and maternity

Christian faith groups been assessed and
planned for?

Is the plan flexible enough to accommodate the | Race
housing needs of BME households?

Is the plan flexible enough to accommodate the | Race
housing needs of Gypsies and Travellers?

Has the need for places of worship for non- Religion

Has the need for youth services been assessed
and planned for?

Age, Sexual Orientation

Are Children’s centres retained by the plan?

Pregnancy and maternity

The framework set out in the Scoping Report will be used to assess the likely socio-
economic and equality impacts of the policies in the draft New Local Plan in the full
Equality Impact Assessment.

Both the draft New Local Plan and the Equality Impact Assessment will be subject to
consultation. This consultation will provide the opportunity to check that the EqIA is
robust and has identified all the equality impacts that may arise from the plan.



Strategy and Policy Overview

In order that the EqlA can effectively assess the impacts of the New Local Plan, it is
important for consideration to be given to the purpose and scope of the proposed
document, and its likely relationship with other policies and programmes. The table
below sets out a strategy and policy overview for the New Local Plan

What is the strategy or
policy intending to
achieve?

What are the summary
aims and objectives of
the strategy or policy?

The New Local Plan will support sustainable development in
Castle Point aimed at meeting the needs of current and
future residents and businesses. It will ensure that new
development is supported by the provision of the roads,
services and facilities that communities need to be active
and healthy.

The New Local Plan will reflect the borough's
environmental capacity, taking into account the need to
protect and enhance areas of nature conservation and the
unique landscape of Castle Point. It will also have regard
to the environmental limits the Thames Estuary places on
Castle Point, and will retain the strategic Green Belt in Castle
Point in order to ensure that settlements retain their
individual identities.

The purpose of the New Local Plan will be to support
sustainable economic growth within the Thames Gateway
South Essex sub-region at a local level

The New Local Plan will set out policies against which
planning applications will be considered. As well as
locational considerations, policies will also address the
impact of development on others, the design of development
and its environmental sustainability. This will ensure that
where new developments are permitted they will not have a
significant adverse impact on neighbours and contribute
towards a high quality natural and built environment.

A vision for the future has been developed that focuses on
Castle Point’'s communities and high quality natural
environment. In order to deliver this vision the New Local
Plan will seek to achieve the following objectives:



Objective 1: To protect and enhance the range of services
that support healthy and active communities within Castle
Point.

Objective 2: To provide high quality homes in sustainable
locations that meet the needs of local people through an
appropriate mix of housing sizes, types and tenures.
Objective 3: To make the town centres in Castle Point
places where local people want to visit and access
community and local facilities

Objective 4: To create an environment that supports
business growth and creates local job opportunities.
Objective 5: To promote more sustainable travel patterns
within Castle Point through location of development, and
the provision of public transport and cycling infrastructure
to complement the existing highway network.

Objective 6: To protect and enhance the network of high
quality, accessible green and open space throughout
Castle Point.

Objective 7: To protect and enhance the quality of the
natural, built and historic environment within Castle Point,
having regard to features of ecological, landscape and
heritage importance.

Objective 8: To promote high levels of sustainability and
resilience to natural and man-made risks through the
location and design of development, having regard to the
implications of climate change including flood risk from all
sources.



Who will benefit from
implementing the
strategy or policy?

What are the links to
the Council’s corporate
priorities?

Ideally, a well prepared balanced plan will achieve the best
outcomes possible for the local community and local
businesses. However, development is an emotive subject
because it has a physical impact on where people live and
work. It is therefore likely that those living and working the
closest to any of the development locations identified in
the plan may well feel that they have been unfairly harmed
by it.

Landowners, where sites are identified, will benefit
disproportionately from the plan due to the uplift in land
values that a planning designation can bring about. In
order to ensure the benefits of such proposals are more
widely spread, contributions towards infrastructure from
landowners will be sought. This should assist in alleviating
some of the harm caused to nearby residents and
businesses.

The New Local Plan will contribute towards the Council’s
corporate priorities of:



What are the links to
other Council
strategies and
policies?

Health and Community Safety: We will work closely
with residents, local businesses and our partners to
reduce crime and anti-social behaviour. We will
work to improve the wellbeing and health of our
community by improving our leisure and recreational
facilities and by working with our partners to promote
healthy living. We will work closely with the voluntary
sector to provide essential services for those facing
difficulties in this challenging economic climate
through debt advice and support.

Environment: We want to see well maintained parks
and open spaces, and streets that are clean and free
from litter, refuse, graffiti and fly posters. We want
to improve and maximise any positive impacts on the
environmental quality of the Borough by encouraging
a reduction in waste production and participation in
our recycling services as well as promoting energy
efficiency. We will continue to promote our services
and facilities and to ensure that outsourced services
or facilities maintained by voluntary groups are
delivered to the required contract standard or in
accordance with the approved management plans.

Housing and Regeneration: We aim to transform
our community to ensure we provide a sustainable
future for all who live, work and play in the Borough.
We will do this by setting the right planning
framework in place, in consultation with our
community, which allows for a sustainable future
and the regeneration of the town centres. We will
also contribute to the regeneration of the Borough by
ensuring our services are fit for purpose now and in
the future. We will work with the community and with
partners to develop community resilience and to help
the community help itself.

The process of preparing a New Local Plan will meanwhile
contribute towards the Council’s priority of A Commercial
and Democratically Accountable Council:

Council services must be as lean as possible with as little
bureaucracy as necessary. We will achieve this by reviewing
our services and will explore working practices and utilise
new technology to maximise efficiency and working
practices. We will seek to provide services in the most cost
effective way and will work with partners in the private, public
and with the wider community to secure the best value for
money service provision.
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The New Local Plan will help to deliver the spatial
elements of other strategies and policies that the Council
has, or is in the process of preparing. These include:

Castle Point Regeneration Framework —

The Regeneration Framework was published in
2008 and sets out how partners will work together
to deliver regeneration ambitions in the period to
2021. It addresses a range of themes including town
centre regeneration, regeneration of employment
areas, skills development, and environmental
improvements. There has already been considerable
progress in delivering against this Framework
although supportin the new Local Plan is now needed
to deliver some of the development related proposals.

Castle Point and Rochford Local Strategic
Partnership (LSP) —

This is a strategic partnership with a joint vision for
the communities of Castle Point and Rochford. It
comprises of different parts of the public sector as
well as representatives from the business community
and voluntary sectors, so that different initiatives and
services support each other and work together. The
work of the partnership is coordinated under a
number of thematic strands, including ‘health and
wellbeing’, ‘crime and antisocial behaviour’, ‘children
and young people’, and ‘business skills training’.

Castle Point Leisure and Recreation Strategy —
The Council has constructed a new gym and fitness
centre at Runnymede Swimming Pool, undertaken a
complete refurbishment of Waterside Leisure Centre
including the installation of a children’s play area,
refurbished the borough's community halls, and
implemented a programme of replacement of new
children's play areas across the borough. The
Council has achieved a Green Flag award, and
brought more land into use as public open space.
The Council is now moving forward with a Leisure and
Recreation Strategy that will ensure that these
assets are maintained to a good standard and
residents are encouraged to use facilities to the
benefit of their health and wellbeing.
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What are the links to other community strategies and policies?

The New Local Plan will also help delivery spatial elements of other strategies
and policies prepared by other organisations and partnerships working with the
community of Castle Point. These include:

South East Local Enterprise Partnership —

This was approved by the Coalition Government in November 2010 to enable conditions
for business growth at a strategic level. It brings together leaders from business, local
government and further and higher education providers to articulate strategic priorities
for the area and work in partnership to “create the most enterprising economy in
England”. Itis responsible for allocating the Growing Places Fund in the South East area,
as well as providing a mechanism for coordination on strategic matters. The New Local
Plan can provide policies which support the delivery of the strategic priorities at a local
level.

Essex Local Transport Plan (2011) —

This strategy sets out the 15 year vision to improve travel in the county and underlines
the importance of the transport network in achieving sustainable long term economic
growth and enriching the life of residents. It is supplemented by delivery strategies for
public transport, highways, cycling and public rights of way.

The Economic Plan for Essex 2014

This provides a vision for Essex, to identify the priorities needed to achieve increased
economic growth. The purpose of the Plan is to help ensure that available funding is
invested towards priorities which are most likely to generate long-term economic growth.
The Plan has three ambitions, to improve skills, to provide infrastructure investmentin
four strategic growth corridors, and to enhance productivity. The New Local Plan can
provide policies which support the delivery of these ambitions.
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Conclusion

The Objectives and Policies of the New Local Plan have been comprehensively
tested and analysed against the assessment questions previously identified in the EqlA
scoping report’s framework, in order to determine whether there are likely to be any
socio-economic or equality impacts as a result of the Plan.

The analysis found the Objectives and Policies of the New Local Plan to meet the socio-
economic and single (integrated) equality duties of the Equalities Act 2010, and that
there were no areas which needed to be changed or given further consideration in
order for the Council to fulfil its duties under the Act.
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